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ABSTRACT: The Settlement of Kalyvanskoe-I located on the northwestern margin of the Altai Mountains
is adjacent to the Irtysh River rising in Xinjiang, China, and considered as a part of the Steppe Route of the
ancient Silk Road. In 2013, the archaeological team of the Altai State University of Russia found some ash pits
and other features in this site, from which fragments of bronze dagger, bronze and lead earrings were unearthed.
In 2015, the joint archaeological team of Nanjing University from China and Altai State University from Russia
excavated this site, and recovered hundreds of potsherds, animal bones, stone querns, stone spades, bronze slag
and copper ores. The general cultural appearance of this site belongs to the Elunino Culture of the Bronze Age.
The metal smelting and metalworking remains and animal bones unearthed here provide important data for the
studies of the development and diffusion of the metallurgical technology and animal husbandry along the Irtysh
River in the Bronze Age.
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